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Using language is a complex skill.  We have to think about the idea we want to express, then think of the words (vocabulary), and then put them into a sentence (grammar).  Children benefit from models to help them to develop language.

Hints and Tips

· Allow your child to take the lead during play.  Watch what they are doing, and wait for them to start off the interaction, then join in.
· Copy back what your child says, so they know you have listened and understood, 



e.g.            
Child: ‘dolly’s crying’

Adult: ‘yes, dolly’s crying’
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· Repeat back what your child says, and add a few words to help them to learn new words
and longer sentences, e.g.

Child: ‘Look, a bus’

Adult: ‘Yes, a big red bus’

· Provide a ‘commentary’ using simple, clear sentences.  This gives your child the words that go along with what they are saying, e.g. ‘a train’, ‘going under a bridge’, ‘you’re kicking a ball’ etc.

· Try not to ask too many ‘testing’ questions, e.g. ‘what’s that?’ and ‘what colour is it?’, as this can out pressure on language.  Use comments to balance the conversation, e.g. ‘I can see a ball’ and ‘it’s blue’.  For younger children, give choices, e.g. ‘Do you want juice or milk?’.
· If your child’s language sounds babyish, model back language clearly, but do not ‘correct’ them overtly,
                          e.g.
Child: ‘Her ride a bike’








Adult: ‘Yes, she is riding a bike’ (exaggerate the words)
Activities

· SPECIAL TIME

Set aside 10 minutes especially for talking.  Talk about what your child is doing to model the language for the activity.  Play activities such as looking at a book together, doing a jigsaw and playing with toy food, cars and animals are ideal for this time.

· WHAT’S DIFFERENT?
One person closes their eyes, whilst another person changes their appearance, e.g. by putting on sunglasses (obvious change) or rolling up a trouser leg (subtle change).  The first person must then open their eyes and say what is different.

· MEALTIMES
These are ideal times to chat together.  Talk about what you have done today.  Encourage brothers and sisters to take turns to talk using the ‘microphone game’ – choose a 

nearby object to be the microphone, e.g. a pencil or the tomato sauce bottle.  

Whoever is holding it takes their turn to talk.  Everybody should get a fair turn.

· STORIES
Look at books together.  Use puppets or yourselves to act out the story, and make up new stories.
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