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Children’s understanding of language takes time to develop.  They can understand more than they can say.  Children learn language by listening, copying and making links between what they see and what they hear.  You are your child’s best language teacher.
Hints and Tips

· Use simple, clear language, at a slower pace than you would speak to an adult.  This helps your child to hear the words you are using.
· Use lots of repetition, e.g. ‘my dinner’, ‘your dinner’, ‘Sam’s dinner’ etc.  Children need to hear a word several times before they will understand it and then use it.
· Use actions and gestures whilst talking to show what you mean.

· With younger children, keep language related to what you are doing here and now.  Older children understand more and can talk about things that have already happened (past) and are going to happen (future).
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· Give objects and actions a label, e.g. ‘chair’, ‘taxi’ and ‘cooking’, to help your child to understand what you are talking about.  Avoid general words such as ‘it’ and ‘that’.
As your child’s vocabulary increases, add a greater variety of words, for example, 
‘teddy’: ‘big’, ‘soft’, ‘fluffy’, ‘brown’, ‘happy’, ‘night night’ and ‘on the bed’.

· Instructions may need to be repeated and / or broken down into smaller parts.

· Talk to your child in the language you know best.
Activities

· SPECIAL TIME

[image: image6.wmf]Set aside 10 minutes especially for talking.  Talk about what your child is doing to model the language for the activity.  Play activities such as looking at a book together, doing a jigsaw and playing with toy food, cars and animals are ideal for this time.  With older children, read a story together and talk about ‘who’ is the story, ‘where’ they are and ‘what’ is happening.
· ACTION SONGS

Sing action songs together, such as ‘heads, shoulders, knees and toes’ and 

‘dingle dangle scarecrow’.  The words provide labels for the actions you are doing.

· SHOPPING MEMORY GAME
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Ask your child to listen and pick out two items from a small selection, e.g. ‘find the apple and the banana’.  As your child become more confident, increase this to three and then four items.  Swap roles, so your child can be the ‘teacher’.  You can play this ‘shopping’ game during everyday activities such as putting shopping away or making a packed lunch.


· OPPOSITES

Look around the house and find things that are opposites, e.g. hot/cold, big/little, on/under, long/short and wet/dry.  Talk about the objects.
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